
Boys' & Girls' State 
Empire Girls' 

and Boys' State 
were week-long 
programs in the 
practical applica
tion of American
ism and good citi
zenship. From 
June 26th to July 
2nd, 1988, two 
girls and six boys 
from the small 
town of Odessa 
joined other jun
iors from all over 

New York State to 
learn about the 
three branches of 
government and 
their own personal 
roles in them. 

Terri Williams and Cas
sie Foley spent their week 
at SUNY Albany. Their 
hosts, the American Le
gion Auxiliary , taught 
them all about the difTer
entjobs of the state govern
ment. Many hours were 
spent in lecture halls, lis
tening to guest speakers 
such as Lt. Governor Stan
ley Lundine. The 340 girls 

in attendance set up an 
imaginary 51st state, elect
ing assemblymen, sena
tors, commissioners, and a 
governor and h. governor. 
Both girls were senators. 
'We stayed up until three 
in the morning making 
signs for candidates and 
talking to all of the great 
people we met. It was ex
hausting', said Cassie Fo
ley. The highlight of the 
week was the final night, 
when the elected officers 
were inaugurated in a for
mal candle light ceremony. 

Boys' State citizens had 
an even more exhausting 
week than their female 
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